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Blair County (Penn.), Medical Society. 3 
—This Society, organized Nov. 15th, 1848, 
holds its annual meeting in December, at 
which the officers are elected. Quarterly 
meetings are also held in March, June, and 
October. 

The recommendation of the American 
Medical Association in regard to the length- 
ening of the lecture term to six months, was 
endorsed by a resolution adopted at the quar- 
terly meeting in June last, and at the quar- 
terly meeting held at Hollidaysburg, March 
18th, 1851, the following resolution was 
adopted :— 

Resolved, That it be strictly enjoined 
upon the members of this Society, as a duty 
they owe alike to the profession and the 
community, to satisfy themselves either by 
personal inquiry or by a written certificate 
of competent persons, before receiving young 
men into their offices as students, that they 
have acquired a good Englieh education, a 
knowledge of natural philosophy and the 
elementary mathematical sciences; and at 
least a sufficient acquaintance with the Latin 
and Greek languages to enable them readily 


’ 





to understand the technical language of me- 
$dicine, and to read and write prescriptions ; 
also that they maintain a reputable moral 
character, and possess good mental endow- 
ments, 

At a meeting of the Society in June last, 
a committee of three was appointed to make 
a report on the subject of a beneficial fund, 
as recommended by the State Society; this 
report was approved at the meeting in De- 
cember, and directed to be presented by de- 
legates to the State Society at its meeting in 
May next. 

The following synoptical table made out 
from the census returns of. the county, filed 
in the Prothonotary’s office, was reported by 
acommittee. The.population, houses, fami- 
lies, and number of deaths, the committee 
consider to be doubtless correct, but the spe- 
cified diseases they believe cannot be relied 
on as very accurate. 

Total number of deaths in Blair County, 
for the year ending June Ist, 1850.: Male 137, 
Female 137, total 265; of these, 9 were 
blacks, 22 were foreigners, 69 were mantied,, 
and 22 widowed. 

The ages at which the deaths took place- 
were :— 
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Undersix months, - - - - 18:Unknown - ‘- - «+ - 8 
Between 1 and 5 years, - «66 Inflammations of brain . . 
Be ODF AF Fe - : 15; Convulsions - - : - 
“ 10 * 20). + + -» 165 Puerperal fever - - - . 
“* 90 «6 30! * - + + 253 Umbilical hemorrhage - : : 
<« 80 * 40, * - - : 21? Marasmus : . - - 
“« 40 “ 50} + + «© | 19} Puerperal mania . - - 
oe BO: F°G0)| - - 153 Cholera infantum . - : 
eee, OG eee) 8; Small-pox - . - : - 
ee Ne 8 : . 173 Choleramorbus - - : : 
eo “pgp ** 6 - : 11’ Bronchitis - - : : 
390 *5300) Se. «<< 2} Pleuro- pneumonia : : - 
Starved - . - . : 
The deaths in January, were - = - 153 Gout : - : : : 
Feb., - + © 213 Congestion of brain - : - 


March, - - + 832} Mania-a-potu - - - - 
April, - + +  83$Typhoid fever - . - ° 
May - + + 25$ Mortification of foot - - - 
June, - - - + 253 Apoplexy - . - : - 
July - + © 153 Dyspepsia - . . . . 
Aug,, - + «+ 493Remittent fever - - : - 





Sept, - + «+ 153 Inflammation of bowels - . 

Oct. - - -* 193 Hernia - - - : : 

Nov,, . - - 73 Rheumatism - - - - 

Dec., . ° . 63 Colic - - - - : 

Mumps - - . . . 

The causes of death were :— Brain dropsy ee Ap ine! 


Oe ed ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 


Palsy : - . : Typhus fever ote : - 


Bilious fever 


Consumption - - - : 30? The number of blind is - . 10 
Jnflammation- - - - Ss Deafand Dumb - A 
Hooping-cough - : - : es Idiotic . . 9 
Dysentery - + - - . 2 4 Insane - : 16 
Spinal disease - : : es Deaf - - - 6 
Cancer - + - : - ee Dumb - : : 5 
Drunken fit - , - - 

Catarrhal fever - - - - Whole number of houses in the county 
Fever : + - : : a eC ee 
Croup - + - - : Whole number of families in the county 
Pleurisy - -; - - - AB. iss. ie, gah See 

Measles - + - : . Average number of persons to each 
Drowned - : - : house - . a ae : 585 


1) 
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Average number of persons to each 
family - - eee eer 567 

Average number of deaths to whole 
population - - - + 1 in82 

Whole population of the county 21,780 


Scarlet fever ° 
Fits - ° iE = . - 


— 


Inflammation of lungs - - 
Diarrhea - - - - 
Putrid sore throat - - . 
rE 
Child-birth : ° : 
Lightning - 


The following list embraces the names of 
the members of the Society :—Drs. Henry 


Oldage - - - - : T. Coffey, James Coffey, R. W. Christy, 
Erysipelas - . - - - Wm. R. Finley, John Getty, J. A. Landis, 
Scrofula - ° : : - Alex. McKamey, A. Rodrigue, J. D. Ross, 
Accident’ - alt - . - J. Wolf, B. F. Royer, J. M. Confer. 





Honorary Members.—Dre. R. M. Jack- 
son, Indiana Co., Wm. Watson, Bradford 
1 Co., John McCulloch, Huntingdon Co. 


Quincy - - . . - 
Bilious pleurisy - . ° Fs 
Liver complaint - . ° 3 
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Officers for 1851. 

President.—Dr. J. D. Ross. 

Vice. Presidents.—Drs. R. W. Christy, 
J. Getty. 

Treasurer.—W. R. Finley. 

Corresponding and Recording Secretary. 
—H. T. Coffey. 

Delegate to the American Medical Asso- 
ciation in 1851.—Dr. J. A. Landis. 

Delegates to the State Society, in 1851.— 
Drs. J. D. Ross and W. R. Finley. 

Ata meeting of the Society held June 11th, 
1850, in the Borough of Martinsburg, the 
following resolution was adopted :— 

Resolved, That a committee of three be 
appointed by the President to prepare an 


annual report from this Society, for the pre-} M. D 


sent year, to the next annual meeting of the 


State Society, in accordance with a resolu- } M 


tion of the State Society. 

The president appointed Drs. Ross, Fin- 
ley, and Getty. 

Ata meeting of the Society, held March 
18th, 1851, in the Borough of Hollidaysburg, 
the report read by the chairman of the 
above-named committee was adopted and 
ordered to be forwarded to the Corresponding 
Secretary of the State Society. 


Huntingdon County (Penn.) Medical So- 
ciety.—The officers of this Society are :— 

President.—Dr. J. B. Luden. 

Vice-Presidents.—Dre. D. Hontz and M. 
Massey. 

Corresponding Secretary.—Jno. McCul- 
loch. 

Recording Secretary and Treasurer.—M. 
Orlady. : 

Members.—Wm. Swoope, M. Miller, J. 
A. Shade, J. M. Gemmill, J. H. Wintrode, 
S. 8. Dewey, H. Orlady, J. H. Dorsey, J. 
G. McDonald, J. G. Lightner, J. P. Ash- 
com, C..J. Hirst, David Diller, M. A. Hen- 
derson. 

There are thirty-four physicians within 
the limits of the county, of whom twenty- 
nine are regular physicians, four Thompson- 
ians, and one Homeopathic. Twelve only 
of the regular physicians are graduates. 

Schuylkill County Medical Society.—At 
the annual meeting of the Schuylkill County 
Medical Sociey, held at the Pennsylvania 
Hall, on the 1st of January, the following 
officers were elected: J. S. Carpenter, 
M.D., President; E. Chichester, M.D., 
Vice-President; A. Heger, M.D., Se- 
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cretary; G. Halberstadt. M.D., Trea- 
surer; W. Housel, M.D., Corresponding 
Secretary. 

Members. — Drs. J. G. Kehler, G. W. 
Brown, J. Morton Zulich, S. H. Shannon, 
R. Philips, L. Royer, D. McKibbin. T. R. 
L. Ebur, J.C. Me Williams, B. T. Shannon. 


Berks County Medical Society —At a 
meeting of the Society held in Reading, on 
the 7th of January, the following officers 
werg elected for the ensuing year :— 

President.—J. B. Kern, M.D. 

Vice-Presidents.—Ed. C. Wallace, M. 
D., P. G. Bertolet, M. D. 

Recording Secretary.—L. L. Stewart, 


Corresponding Secretary.—D. L. Beaver, 
D. 


Cine ohn P. Hiester, M. D. 
Treasurer —Charles H.Hunter, M. D. 
Curator.—P. F. Nagle, M.D. 


MEDICAL NEWS. 
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American Medical Association.—The 
fourth annual meeting will be held in 
Charleston, S. C., on the first Tuesday 
(6th) of May, and not on the second Tues- 
day, as announced in some of the Journals. 

The Committee of Arrangements request 
all societies and other institutions authorized 
to send delegates, to forward a correct list 
of those selected to attend the next annual 
meeting to the Secretary, Dr. H. W. De- 
Saussure, at Charleston, S.. C., on or before 
the first day of April. 

In consequence of the resignation of Dr. 
Stille, one of the Secretaries, from ill health, 
all communications intended for the next 
meeting of the Association must be addressed 
to the remaining Secretary, Dr. H. W. De- 
Saussure, Charleston, S. C. F 

Report of a Committee of the Massachu- 
setts Medical Society on Homeopathy. 
Adopted by the Counsellors, Oct. 2d, 1850, 
and ordered to be published. 

At a meeting of the Counsellors of the 
Massachusetts Medical Society, held May 
30th, 1850, an application was made by Dr. 
Isaac Colby, of Salem, to resign his Fellow- 
ship, assigning as a reason for so doing that 
he had become a convert to the docirines of 
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homeopathy. It was therefore ‘‘ Resolved, } they cannot perceive that it should have any 


that the documents (Dr. Colby’s papers) be 
referred to acommittee of three, whose duty 
it shall be to devise some course of action to 
be pursued by the Society in regard to all 
homeopathists, and report at the next meet- 
ing.” 

The undersigned regret that they were se- 
lected to serve on this committee, because 
they feel that the subject is a delicate one, 
and that any course which may suggest it- 
self will be attended with some degree of 
difficulty and embarrassment. At the same 
time, however, they do not intend to shrink 
from the duty that has been imposed on them. 
They are satisfied that the period has arrived 
when the Society should decide and make 
known what position it intends to take in 
relation to homeopathic practitioners— 
whether it means to regard them as fellow- 
labourers in the great cause of science and 
humanity, in which its own members profess 
to be engaged; or whether it will hold no 
communion with them, but place them on 
the same footing with the various classes of 
irregular and empirical practitioners with 
whom it acknowledges no fellowship. 

It is obvious that one of these courses must 
be adopted, and yet the Society will bring 
upon itself some degree of odium whichever 
it may choose to pursue. It does not seem 
right that individuals who hold in contempt 
the commonly-received doctrines of the 
medical profession, as received by this So- 
ciety, and who freely denounce them as un- 
sound, if not unsafe, should at the same time 
be enrolled as members of our deeply-che- 
rished institution, and thus gain a position 
which they perhaps would not otherwise have 
so readily attained. 

On the other hand, it may probably be 
urged, that some of the practitioners of ho- 
meopathy are men of talent and education, 
who have been well instructed in the com- 
monly-received doctrines of medicine, but 
who, from some new light with which they 
have been favoured, feel bound to abandon 
them and adopt a very different course of 
practice from that pursued by the great mass 
of medical men; that they have done no- 
thing to forfeit their good name; that they 
are acting conscientiously, being fully con- 
vinced that the world was in the dark in re- 
lation to the healing art, till it was enlight- 
ened by the revela:ion of Hahnemann. 

The Committee are not disposed to deny 
the truth of this statement ; at the same time 





influence on the course which the Society 
may think proper to adopt. 

A great majority, probably, of the Fellows 
of our institution believe that the homeo- 
pathic physiciansare mistaken in their views 
of the nature of disease and the mode of 
treatment. They believe that the system is 
radically wrong ; based on false views of pa- 
thology ; resting rather on gratuitous as- 
sumptions than well-founded facts. They 
do not believe that there is anything to sup- 
port their doctrine of the nature of disease, 
or their principles of its treatment, or their 
mode of administering remedial agents. It 
is of no consequence to us whether this sys- 
tem is adopted by individuals in good faith, 
from a conviction ofits truth, or whether it is 
taken up from mercenary or other sinister 
motives. If the system be a bad one, mis- 
chievous and unsafe when carried into prac- 
tice, it is of very little consequence to the 
community whether its disciples are honest 
or not; whether they are trying to dupe 
others, or are merely duped themselves. 

The Committee, however, have neither 
time nor inclination to discuss at large the 
doctrines of homeopathy ; nor do they think 
it necessary to do so, as they have no doubt 
that the subject is well understood by most 
of the Fetlows of this Society. They will 
merely remark that, in their opinion, the 
boasted cures that have been effected by this 
mode of practice are attributable to the un- 
aided effurts of nature ; to the fact, that the 
medical attendant did not interfere with the 
natural restorative processes, by means of 
which a vast many of the maladies to which 
human nature is subjected are brought toa 
favourable issué. It is enough for us to be- 
lieve that the doctrine of the origin of disease, 
of the principles by which it should be man- 
aged, and the method of administering reme- 
dial agents, as proposed by Hahnemann and 
his disciples, are untrue and unsafe, and that 
therefore we cannot give to those who adopt 
this mode of practice the sanction of our So- 
ciety by receiving them as members of our 
fraternity. We cannot say to them in good 
faith, as we do in our diploma to all who 
become our associates, that they are well 
skilled in the healing art, and most worthy 
of the honors and privileges of the Society. 

It does not seem to your Committee that 
either the homeopathic practitioners or the 
community at large would have any right to 
complain of this course. If these practitioners 
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honestly believe the system they have 
adopted, they can surely have no wish for 
any professional connection with individuals 
whose doctrines they repudiate; and the 
public certainly could derive no advantage 
from an association whose members enter- 
tained such discordant opinions. 

It would, perhaps, be doing injustice to 
homeopathy, if it were not admitted that the 
promulgation of its doctrines had, at least 
indirectly, been of some service to the cause 
of medical science. It may have taught us 
to place more confidence in the curative 
powers of nature, and less in medicinal 
agents, in the management of disease, than 
we have hitherto done; and it may well be 
doubted if it has exerted any salutary influ- 
ence beyond this. 

It cannot be denied by any one, who has 
given any considerable degree of attention 
to the subject, that the present period is an 
inauspicious one for the success of any medi- 
cal theory that does not rest on a substan- 
tial basis. At no time in the history of the 
world has the science of medicine been cul- 
tivated on principles so philosophic as at the 
present. All theories have been abandoned ; 
we hear nothing of the humoral pathology or 
the doctrine of solidism. There are none at 
the present day who acknowledge them- 
selves to be the disciples of Boerhaave or 
Hoffman ; of Cullen or Brown; and there 
is not probably an individual who now sup- 
ports the once popular doctrines of Rush or 
Broussais. All the true votaries of our pro- 
fession are earnestly seeking for truth alone; 
accumulating facts by patient and toilsome 
observation of disease and of effects, and 
drawing conclusions from them by the cau- 
tious process of inductive reasoning. At no 
period have the various changes which dis- 
ease produces in the different tissues, organs 
and secretions of the body been subjected to 
so rigida scrutiny. The microscope and 
animal chemistry have been enlisted in the 
service of the pathologist, and we are already 
reaping rich fruits from his labours. If we 
have not yet gained more control of disease 
than our predecessors had, we better under- 
stand the power of remedies ; we know more 
than was formerly known, when it is best to 
withhold them altogether, relying on the 
powers of nature, and when they can be 
used advantageously in aid of those powers 

At such a period as this, your Committee 
cannot persuade themeelves that the doc- 
trines of homeopathy can have any very ex- 








tensive or permanent influence; at the same 
time, they think that it-is the duty of this 
Society to avoid giving them its sanction in 
the slightest degree. They therefore beg 
leave respectfully to offer for the considera- 
tion of the Counsellors the following resolu- 
tions :— 

Ist. Resolved, That any Fellow of this 
Society who makes application to resign his 
Fellowship in consequence of having adopted 
the principles and practice of homceopathy, 
may be permitted to do so on paying’ his 
arrearages; but he shall not be entitled to 
any of the privileges of Fellowship, nor shall 
his name be retained in the list of Fellows. 

2d. Resolved, That a diploma from a ho- 
meeopathic institution shall not be received 
as any evidence of a medical education ; nor 
shall the Censors of this Society regard the 
attendance on the lectures of such institu- 
tions, nor the time passed at them, as quali- 
fications which shall entitle candidates to an 
examination for a license from this Society. 

Which is respectfully submitted, by 

Gro. Haywarp, 

J. B. S. Jackson, 

O. W. Hotes, 
Committee. 

Boston, Oct. 2d, 1850. 

The Philadelphia College of Physicians 
has appointed the following named Fellows 
to represent it at the next meeting of the 
American Medical Association, to be held in 
Charleston, S.C., on the first Tuesday of 
May next :—Drs. G. B. Wood, G. Emerson, 
G. W. Norris, D. F. Condie, I. Hays, J. 
R. Paul, W. Pepper, J. Carson, W. B. 
Page, W. Pepper, F. G. Smith, W. S. W. 
Ruschenberger, J. Neill, and Casper Morris. 

Philadelphia County Medical Society.— 
Ata late meeting the following delegates 
were appointed to represent the Society in 
the American Medical Association, and in’ 
the State Society. 

American Medical Association.—Drs. B. 
H. Coates, G. Emerson, P. B. Goddard, 
Ed. Hallowell, B. S. Janney, J. F. Lamb, 
D. P. Lajus. Samuel Lewis, R. La Roche, 
J. B. H. McClellan, Lewis Rodman, Francis 
West, and Thos. H. Yardley. 

State Medical Society.—Drs. Wm. Ash- 
mead, H. Bond, J. F. Betton, D. F. Condie, 
G. Emerson, Geo. Fox, J. D. Griscom, Isaac 
Hays, N. L. Hatfield, S. Jackson (Prof.), S. 
Jackson, W. Jewell, J. F. Lamb, C. D. 
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Meigs, W. Mayberry, J. B. H. McClellan, 
G. W. Norris, W. B. Page, Isaac Parrish, 
Lewis Rodman, Isaac Remington, M. B. 
Smith, G. B. Wood, F. West, Jos. War- 
rington, and T. H. Yardley. 

Rhode Island Medical Society.—At the 
last semi-annual meeting of the society, Drs. 
Usher Parsons, T. C. Dunn, Jos. Mauran, 
G. Capron,: E. Fowler, S. A. Arnold, D. 
Holmes, H. P. Pratt, C. H. Fisher, and A. 
P. King, were appointed delegates to the 

_ American Medical Association. 

Medical Department of the University of 
Nashville.—This institution was organized 
in October last, by the appointment of the 
following faculty : John M. Watson, M. D., 
Prof. of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women 
and Children; A. H. Buchanan, M. D., 
Prof. of Surgery; W. K. Bowling, M. D., 
Prof. Institutes and Practice of Medicine ; 
C. K. Winston, M. D., Prof. Mat. Med.and 
Clinical Med. ; Robert M. Porter, M.D.. 
Prof. Anat. and Phys.; J. B. Linsley, M. 
D., Prof. Chemistry and Pharm., and Dean 
of the Faculty; W. T. Briggs, M. D., De- 
monstrator of Anatomy. 

By an arrangement made with the Trus- 
tees, the Faculty, are secured in the exclu- 
sive management of the department. 

The first course of lectures will commence 
on the first Monday of Nov. next. 

New Treatment for Inverted Toe Nail.— 
Dr. B. P. Draxe, of Lexington, Ky., records 
in the Western Journ. Med. and Surg. 
(Feb. 1851), the following case of that trou- 
blesome disease, inverted toe nail, which he 
treated successfully by the application of 
tannic acid :— 

* Miss A E. T., et. about 16, of irritable 
constitution, has been for the last three years 
the subject of inverted toe nail in the great 
toes of both feet. Almost every remedy 

sthat has been suggested for its relief had 
been resorted to, but without success. The 
nail had been scraped very thin, caustic had 
been extensively and frequently applied, the 
roller had been worn for months, and, lastly, 
the diseased sides of the nails had been split 
down to the glands, and then with the for- 
ceps, torn out by the roots. The relief fol- 
lowing these severe measures was but par- 
tial and temporary, and in the course of a 
few weeks or months the disease was as dis- 
tressing and painful as ever. 
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“Tn this state of the case it occurred to 
me to make trial of the common tannic acid, 
which I applied in the following manner: I 
placed a portion of the tannin in its dry state 
on the nail, and then raising the exuberant 
granulations, with the tortoise shell handle 
of a lancet, I gently but carefully pressed it 
down to the embedded edge of the nail and 
filled the cavity with it, after which I covered 
the whole of the proud flesh with the same 
application, and enveloped the toe with a 
roller bandage. As no pain followed, the 
dressing was permitted to remain until the 
fourth day. On its removal, the improve- 
ment was so manifest that I had no hesita- 
tion in using the remedy again, which I did 
precisely as at first. To be brief, six or eight 
applications of the tannin, at intervals of 
three or four days, were made, and the cure 
appears to be complete and perfect.’’ 

Testimonial to Dr. R. D. Arnold, of Sa- 
vannah, Geo—The Managers of the Savan- 
nah Hospital presented, in November last, 
asplendid piece of plate to Dr. R. D. Arnold. 
\ It consists ofa handsomely chased oak-leaved 
| Epergne, of elegant design; a representation 
of the shepherd tending hie flock, being ap- 
propriately introduced at the base. It bears 
the following inscription: ‘‘ Presented by 
the Managers of the Savannah Hospital to 
Richard D. Arnold, Esq., M. D., in testi- 
mony of their grateful sense of the patient 
fidelity and skill with which he gratuitously 
served the Institution as Physician, during 
an uninterrupted period of fifteen years. 
1850. ‘I was sick, and ye visited me.’ '"’— 
Charleston Journal; March, 1851. 


Medical Graduates.—The number of 
medical graduates the present spring is un- 
usually large. The following list is as com- 
plete as we are at present able to make it :— 





College of Physicians and Sur- 


geons, N. Y. - - 65 grad 
Harvard University, Boston - 10 “ 
Medical Institution of Yale Coll. 11 ‘ 
University of the Cityof N.Y. 116 “ 
New York Medical College, - 12 “ 
Jefferson Med. College. Phila., 227 “ 
Philadelphia Coll. of Medicine, 30 “ 


Washington Med. Coll., of Balt., 13 
Castleton Med. Col. (for the year), 64 
Starling Medical College, 35 
Pennsylvania Medical College 36 
Col. of Phy. and Surg. of Iowa Univ. 10 
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Medical Classes.—The number of stu- 
dents in the following named schools were :— 


University of Pennsylvania, - : 466 
Western Reserve College, - - 202 
Starling Medical College, - - 125 
Jefferson Medical College, - - 504 
University of the City of New York, 411 


Castleton Medical College (2 sessions), 153 


Involuntary Manslaughter.—The drug- 
gist’s assistant, in Moyamensing, who 
caused the death, some time since, of Miss 
Neill, by carelessly dispensing sulphate of 
morphia instead of sulphate of quinine, has 
been tried, convicted of involuntary man- 
slaughter, and sentenced to three months’ 
imprisonment in the county prison. 





Tariff on Medical Learning.— [It would 
appear from the following remarks, which 
we extract from the ‘‘ Western Medico-Chi- 
rurgical Journal,’’ published at Keokuk, 
Iowa, that the Legislature of Iowa have laid 
a tariff on medical knowledge. And what 
is more surprising, the editor expresses ap- 
probation of this procedure.] 

“ This law, ingrinsically of great import- 
ance to the Medical College of this State, in- 
dicates the intention on the part of our Legis- 
lators to protect the interests of our Institu- 
tions of learning. It distinguishes our own 
graduates in our own State, and gives them 
some important legal immunities over those 
who leave the State to encourage Institu- 
tions abruad. Thia is right, for if the State, 
animated by an enlightened and liberal 
policy, endows and fosters the important in- 
terests of medical science by pecuniary ap- 
propriations, it should, at the same time, 
secure other elements of success, by giving 
it such legal distinctions and privileges as 
will entitle it to respect, and insure its per- 
manence.’’ 


Northern Dispensary, New York.—It is 
stated in the Annual Report of this Institu- 
tion made to the legislature :— 

That, during the year 1850, their dispen- 
sary has furnished medical attendance and 
medicine to 19,047 individuals of whom 
8,090 were attended at their dwellings, and 
10,957 were attended at the dispensary. 

5,140 of these individuals were born in the 
United States; 12,680 in Ireland; 480 in 
England; 317 in Scotland; 281 in Ger- 
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many ; 149 in other countries ; 19,047 being 
the total number treated. 

615 of the above-mentioned individuals 
were also vaccinated. 
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On the Elastic Fibres of Phthisical Sputa. 
—Dr. Scurogper Van ver Koix (Revue 
Médicale) has stated that the existence of 
cavities in phthisis may be ascertained witlf 
certainty by the discovery of the elastic 
fibres of the pulmonary cells in the sputa 
with the aid of the microscope. These 
fibres are liable to be mistaken for a species 
of conferva which is generated in the expec- 
toration, but the latter is distinguished by 
terminating in cellular enlargements. 

Male Fern in Tapeworm.—The value of 
this medicine is corroborated by M. Martin 
Soron (Bulletin de Thérapeutique). He 
gives it in powder, in the dose of ten drachms, 
followed by castor oil. The oil of the fern 
is also very efficacious, mixed with the pow- 
dered root. The expense of the kousso has 
induced British chemists to prepare a tinc- 
ture of the root, which has been very suc- 
cessful in some of the London hospitals. 

Treatment of Encysted Tumours by re- 
peated Injections of Iodine.—In the Journal 
de Médecine de Bruzeles of January, 1851, 
M. Bore. describes his method of treating 
encysted tumours. After piercing the cyst 
with a lancet, and evacuating its contents, a 
saturated solution of iodine is injected, and 
retained by closing the external wound with 
diachylon ; over this a poultice is placed as 
soon as inflammatory symptoms arise. The 
tumour soon softens and collapses, and the 
pus mixed with the adventitious fluid escap- 
ing at the same time. After one or two in- 
jections the vitality of the cyst is destroyed, 
and it may be drawn out with pincers. This 
proceeding is quickly followed by a radical 
cure.—Prov. Med. and Surg. Journ., Feb. 
19th, 1851. 

Administration of Iron in Food.—M. 
Martens has lately read an essay befure the 
Belgian Academy of Medicine, on Ferrngi- 
nous Medicines. Among his conclusions, 
as published in the Gazette Médicale de 
Paris for 30th November, we find the fol- 
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‘¢ Wheaten bread may be rendered much 
more nutritive’ for chlorotic patients ‘‘ by 
adding a small quantity of sulphate of iron. 
In this way alone, it can be capable of furm- 
ing a substitute for meat.’’ 

In the discussion, it was suggested that 
the same method of medication would be 
beneficial to patients recovering from acute 
diseases, especially when the system was 
not yet able to bear an animal diet. The 
idea is good: and would be easy of applica- 
tion.—Lond. Journ. Med., Jan. 1851. 


. Curious effects of Fire-arms held close to 
the Body.—From a very interesting commu- 
nication of M. Riga (pE GaiLiac) to the 
Surgical Society of Paris, it appears that 
when the muzzle of a pistol was held tightly 
to the chest, so as to prevent the ingress of 
air into the barrel, the ball could not pene- 
trate the walls of the thorax, but be deflected 
at a considerable angle. In a case of at- 
tempted suicide, related by M. Rigal, the 
ball rebounded from the chest, and struck 
the ceiling. Another strange fact connected 
with gunshot wounds was mentioned by 
the same surgeon—-viz., two distinct shots 
fired by an insane man upon his wife, with 
two distinct perforations of the clothes, and 
two tracks of the charge within the chest, 
and only one aperture of entrance.—Lancet, 
Jan. 25th, 1851. 

Homeopathy and the Poor-law Guardians 
at Sunderland, England.—It having come 
to the knowledge of the Board of Guardians, 
that Mr. John Potts, one of their district 
surgeons, was treating the pauper patients 
homeopathically, it was resolved, ‘‘ That no 
gentleman practicing homeopathy or other 
quackery be permitted to remain a medical 
officer of this Union.” 





Cape de Verde Islands.—These islands, 
one of which (Boa Vista) some years 8 ace: 
was visited with a fearful epidemic fever, ‘ 
after the Eclair steamer had called there 
with fever on board, have lately been devas- 
tated by fever, preceded by measles and 
hooping-cough, which prevailed so univer- 
sally and so severely that scarcely an indi- 
vidual escaped ; and, out of a population of 
about 4500, upwards of 700 deaths occurred 
in four months. In many houses not an in- 
habitant remained to bury the dead. Those 
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that did not perish from disease died of star- 
vation.— Med. Times, Feb. 8, 1851. 

Life Insurance—A new Life Insurance 
Office is about to be opened in London, to be 
called ‘*‘ The New Equitable,’’ the directors 
of which propose to pay two guineas to every 
legally qualified medical practitioner for 
every official report rendered by him, which 
again, instead of being submitted to the en- 
tire board, is to be submitted to the medical 
examiner of the company, because, by the 
ordinary modes of communication between 
life offices and the medical referees of per- 
sons whose lives are proposed for assurance, 
circumstances occasionally transpire which 
a just sense of propriety dictates ought to be 
known only to medical practitioners. The 
directors say they will invariably recognize 
every qualified member of the profession 
whom they consult, not only as the referee 
of the party whose life is proposed for assur- 
ance, but as their own medical adviser in the 
case, on whose written and well-digested 
report they must mainly rely in forming 
their decision, and they consider that a fee of 
two guineas is but a just acknowledgment 
for animportant service. If these principles 
be duly carried out, the office will deserve, 
as far as the medical profession is concerned, 
the name of ‘‘ Equitable,’ and will also be 
entitled to the recommendations, and they 
are not uninfluential, of every medical man. 
— Med. Times, Feb. 15, 1851. 

Obituary Record.—Died at Nancy, on the 
6th of January, M. Leuret, Chief Physician 
of the Hospital of Bicétre, in Paris, and well 
known by his numerous contributions to 
medical science. 

— At Cambridge, on the 8th of Jan., 
John Haviland, M. D., for more than thirty- 
three years Regius Professor of Physic in 
the University. 

—— At Hastings, on the 8th of February, 
aged 46, James Mackness, author of a work 
on the climate of Hastings, and the editor of 
‘‘The Moral Aspects of Medical Life,’’ by 
Prof. Marx. 

—— In the 72d year of his age, Francis 
Charles Naegele, the celebrated: Professor of 
Midwifery, in the University of Heidelberg. 

—— Conrad Martin Langenbeck, Chief 
Surgeon of the Hanoverian Army, and Prof. 
of Anatomy and Surgery at the University 
of Goettengen. 





